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W hether you’re a contractor or a homeowner, it’s often easy to think of 
LED lamps for landscape lighting as something that can just be picked 
up cheaply at the nearest big box store. But when it comes to the prod-
ucts on offer as well as supplier support, buying these efficient, versatile 

lamps directly from the manufacturer has plenty of benefits. 
Buying from a big box might be easier overall on protecting your revenue, but 

the difference in quality and available options will be apparent to clients, says Tom 
Garber, CEO of EmeryAllen, Mount Pleasant, South Carolina.

Garber adds that some contractors charge premium prices for fixture installation 
but use inexpensive lamps, which he says is the equivalent of buying a luxury car and 
fitting it with low-quality tires.

“It’s all what’s inside that counts,” says Garber. “That’s what you’re selling and 
that’s what the customer sees and all of that. If you’re doing a good job with your 
landscape lighting, people aren’t going to be able to see where the light source is com-
ing from. People aren’t going to see the fixture; they’re going to see the effect. What 
are you doing sticking a substandard lamp in one of these fixtures? I don’t get it.”

 
MANUFACTURERS’ BENEFITS
One of the primary benefits of buying directly from the manufacturer or OEM lamps 
through distribution is the support that backs the product, says James Cervantes, 
senior product manager, lighting controls at FX Luminaire, San Marcos, California.

“You’re going to have that quality as well as that support, so you know exact-
ly where those LEDs are coming from, you know exactly who’s making those,” he 
says. When lamps are specifically chosen for the fixtures and purchased directly from 
manufacturers, contractors will get a well-designed, efficient, consistent color output.

Discover the compelling reasons why 
contractors prefer to purchase LED lamps 
directly from their original manufacturers.
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One of the key things that many contractors would ex-
pect from working with a manufacturer is enhanced sup-
port for troubleshooting issues. Cervantes adds that sup-
port can come in many forms beyond just that. 

“Support could be education,” he says. “For example, if 
a contractor says, ‘Hey, I have this particular application; 
which lamp should I use? Which color temperature should 
I use? What’s going to look best? What fixture should I 
use? With that fixture, what lamp type would go along 
with it?’” 

Even with that education in place, an installation isn’t 
always going to go smoothly. That’s when having the man-
ufacturer at your back will make the difference. If you’re 
having issues with the light not turning on or with design 
when it comes to voltage drop or area coverage, that goes 
back to choosing the correct lamp for the job, he says. Hav-
ing that field support through the distributor and sales rep-
resentatives can provide the needed details without more 
trial and error on the contractor’s part. “If there are any 
questions or additional support needed, you have our sales 
team there to help out the contractor.”

Other benefits include precision and quality that real-
ly separate OEM lamps from the competition, says Kevin 
Smith, national technical support and trainer at Brilliance 
LED, Carefree, Arizona. That precision is opening a whole 
new world of opportunity for landscape lighting contrac-
tors to really get down to the most specific illumination. 

“I think what they’re [landscape lighting contractors] 
trying to do is get very precise with what they’re illuminat-
ing,” says Smith. The quality of OEM lamps allows con-
tractors to achieve this. 

“Before, some people would just take some light and 
they would take a 4-watt or a 5-watt lamp and throw it up 
on a wall and call it a day. Now, what they’re trying to do is 
they’re really looking into the facets of the job. It’s lighting 

up some certain smaller plants that lead to more dimension 
of the whole property. You have that professional contrac-
tor who’s really dialing it in and making the landscape look 
like jewelry, where the others are just installing stuff.”

Garber says the lamps really lend themselves to inten-
tionality, a crucial element of any landscape lighting design. 
“We develop everything from scratch for a particular ap-
plication,” he says.

When it comes to any apprehension that a client might 
have about shelling out a few more shekels on a higher- 
quality lamp, Smith says the key is always to help the client 
see value in what’s being provided.

“You have to sell them on the value,” says Smith. A con-
tractor can tell the client that because of their relationship 
with manufacturers, the value of what they offer is similar 
to a white glove service. “Let’s say it’s a nice job on a mod-
erate home. Obviously, those clients are going to have a 
little bit of money, but they could ask that question, ‘Why 
should we spend more?’” Offering a white glove service 
might mean offering system maintenance at a minimal 
charge or free before a party for the first year after installa-
tion, so paying for the more reliable system comes with the 
additional promise of extra service. 

Smith offers a final thought on ensuring customers un-
derstand the value of offering the highest quality service, 
from the fixture to the lamp to ongoing maintenance.

“Doing the white glove is also thinking out of the box,” 
Smith says. “Everyone can get complacent. Everybody can 
get into a rut. Being remarkable is something that people 
are going to be talking about. 

If you’re trying to make things better for clients, and 
you’re showing them that you care, it shows them they 
matter.  

Luke Reynolds is the content editor for Irrigation & Lighting.

YOU’RE GOING 
TO HAVE THAT 
QUALITY AS 
WELL AS THAT 
SUPPORT, SO 
YOU KNOW 
EXACTLY WHERE 
THOSE LEDS 
ARE COMING 
FROM, YOU 
KNOW EXACTLY 
WHO’S MAKING 
THOSE. 
– JAMES CERVANTES,  
FX LUMINAIRE
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2023 LED LAMP COMPARISON CHARTS
Editor’s note: Information presented in these charts was provided by manufacturers. Please contact the manufacturer directly for more details.

Manufacturer Model name Wattage Lumens Beam spread (in degrees) Kelvin Operating range Color rendering 
index

Ingress 
protection

AMP Lighting MR16 2 150 38, 60, 110 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP20
AMP Lighting MR16 3 300 15, 38, 60, 110 2200, 2700, 3000, 4000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP20
AMP Lighting MR16 5 400 15, 38, 60, 110 2200, 2700, 3000, 4000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP20
AMP Lighting MR16 7 500 15, 38, 60, 110 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP20
AMP Lighting MR11 2 200 38, 60 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP20
AMP Lighting MR11 4 350 38, 60 2700, 3000 6-18 VAC >80 IP20
AMP Lighting MR8 2 175 38 2700 6-18 VAC >83 IP20
AMP Lighting G4 1.5 150 360 2700, 3000 8-16 VAC >80 IP20
AMP Lighting G4 2 200 360 2700, 3000 8-16 VAC >80 IP20
AMP Lighting G4 3 300 360 2700, 3000 8-16 VAC >80 IP20
AMP Lighting G4 4 425 360 2700, 3000 8-16 VAC >80 IP20
AMP Lighting PAR36 5 375 35, 60 2700, 3000 6-18 VAC >80 IP67
AMP Lighting PAR36 6 650 35, 60 2700, 3000 6-18 VAC >80 IP67
AMP Lighting PAR36 9 900 35, 60 2700, 3000 6-18 VAC >80 IP67
AMP Lighting PAR36 12 1100 35, 60 2700, 3000 6-18 VAC >80 IP67
AMP Lighting PAR36 15 1350 35, 60 2700, 3000 6-18 VAC >80 IP67
AMP Lighting SCB 2 200 360 2200, 2700, 3000 6-18 VAC >82 IP20
AMP Lighting SCB 3 300 360 2200, 2700, 3000 6-18 VAC >82 IP20
AMP Lighting SCB 4 350 360 2200, 2700, 3000 6-18 VAC >82 IP20
AMP Lighting SCB 5 425 360 2200 6-18 VAC >82 IP20
AMP Lighting R7S 7 730 110 2700 6-18 VAC >82 IP20
AMP Lighting R7S 10 950 110 2700 6-18 VAC >82 IP20
AMP Lighting PAR30 12 1200 36 4000 120 VAC >80 IP40
AMP Lighting PAR38 18 1400 38 4000 120 VAC >80 IP40
Brilliance LED MICRO G4 1.2 95, 100 360 2700, 3000 8-14 VAC/DC 90+ IP65
Brilliance LED MICRO T5 1.2 100 360 2700 8-14 VAC/DC 90+ IP65
Brilliance LED G4 Ecostar 2 150 360 2700, 3000 8-14 VAC/DC 95 IP65
Brilliance LED G4 Ecostar 3 240, 245 360 2700, 3000 8-14 VAC/DC 95 IP65
Brilliance LED SCB Ecostar 3 240, 245 360 2700, 3000 8-14 VAC/DC 95 IP65
Brilliance LED T5 Ecostar 3 240, 245 360 2700, 3000 8-14 VAC/DC 95 IP65
Brilliance LED Beacon G4 2 230, 244, 250 360 2700, 3000, 5700 8-25 VAC/DC 90+ IP65
Brilliance LED Beacon T5 2 233, 245 360 2700, 3000 8-25 VAC/DC 90+ IP65
Brilliance LED Beacon SCB 2 230, 245 360 2700, 3000 8-25 VAC/DC 90+ IP65
Brilliance LED Beacon DCB 2 200 360 2700 8-25 VAC/DC 90+ IP65
Brilliance LED Beacon S8 2 200, 245 360 2700, 3000 8-25 VAC/DC 84 IP65
Brilliance LED Beacon Plus G4 3 300, 340 360 2700, 3000 8-25 VAC/DC 90+ IP65
Brilliance LED Rectangle G4 Wafer 2,3 120 180 2700 8-24 VAC/DC 90+ IP60
Brilliance LED Round G4 Wafer 2 120 180 2700 8-24 VAC/DC 90+ IP60
Brilliance LED MR8 1.5 90, 139 30, 60 2700, 3000 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP61
Brilliance LED MR11 2 120, 166 15, 30, 60, 120 2700, 3000 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP61
Brilliance LED AR11 2 120, 138 30, 60 2700, 3000 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP61
Brilliance LED MR16 4 325, 350, 400 15, 30, 60, 120 2700, 3000, 5700 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP61
Brilliance LED MR16 5 380, 400, 450 15, 30, 60, 120 2700, 3000, 5700 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP61
Brilliance LED MR16 7 690, 715, 750 15, 30, 60, 120 2700, 3000, 5700 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP61
Brilliance LED MR16 Ecostar 4 350, 420 15, 30, 60, 120 2700, 3000 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP61
Brilliance LED PAR36 4 435 30, 60 2700 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP68
Brilliance LED PAR36 7 675, 700 30, 60 2700, 3000 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP68
Brilliance LED PAR36 11 900, 950 30, 60 2700, 3000 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP68
Brilliance LED PAR36 15 1430, 1530, 1650 15, 30, 60, 120 2700, 3000, 5700 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP68
EmeryAllen BA15S 2 200 360 2700, 3000 3-17  VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen BA15S 4 400 360 2700, 3000 3-17  VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen B11 3.5 350 360 2700 3-17  VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen Festoon 1 100 180 2700, 3000 3-13 VAC/DC 92+ IP60
EmeryAllen G4 1 100 360 2700, 3000 3-13 VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen G4 1.5 150 360 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen G4 Single point 1.5 150 180 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen G4 2 200 360 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen G4 2.5 250 360 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen G4 3 300 360 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP60
EmeryAllen G4 4 400 360 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP60
EmeryAllen G4 5 500 360 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP60
EmeryAllen G4 Wafer 2 200 180 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP60
EmeryAllen G4 Wafer 3 300 180 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP60
EmeryAllen G4 Directional COB 3 300 180 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP60
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EmeryAllen G4 COB 2.5 250 360 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen G4 COB 4 400 360 2700, 3000, 4000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen G4 COB 5 500 360 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen MR8 2 150 15,36,50 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen MR11 1.5 135 24, 36, 60, 120 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen MR11 3 270 24, 36, 60, 120 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen MR16 1 75-125 24, 36, 60, 120 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen MR16 3 275-300 15, 24, 36, 60, 120 2700, 3000, 4000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen MR16 5 300-450 15, 24, 36, 60, 120 2700, 3000, 4000, 5700 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen MR16 7 450-550 15, 24, 36, 60, 120 2700, 3000, 4000, 5700 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen PAR36 3 250 36, 60, 120 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP68
EmeryAllen PAR36 5.5 425-525 15, 24, 36, 60, 120 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP68
EmeryAllen PAR36 8.5 600-750 15, 24, 36, 60, 120 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP68
EmeryAllen PAR36 14 925-1150 15, 24, 36, 60, 120 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP68
EmeryAllen S21 4 360 360 2700 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen S8 4 400 360 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen S14 2 110-150 360 2200, 2700 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen T5 1.5 150 360 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen T5 2.5 250 360 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP65
EmeryAllen LMW 1.5 150 180 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP60
EmeryAllen LMW 2.5 250 180 2700, 3000 3-17 VAC/DC 92+ IP60
Encore Landscape Lighting MR8 3 170, 180 60 2700, 3000 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP65
Encore Landscape Lighting MR11 3 180, 190 40 2700, 3000 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP65
Encore Landscape Lighting MR16 4 390, 420, 470 15, 30, 45, 60, 120 2700, 3000, 5000 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP65
Encore Landscape Lighting MR16 6 650, 680, 720 15, 30, 45, 60, 120 2700, 3000, 5000 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP65
Encore Landscape Lighting MR16 9 720, 740 30, 45, 60 2700, 3000 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP65
Encore Landscape Lighting PAR36 6 640, 660 40, 60, 120 2700, 3000 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP67
Encore Landscape Lighting PAR36 10 930, 950 40, 60, 120 2700, 3000 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP67
Encore Landscape Lighting PAR36 13 1050, 1150 40, 60, 120 2700, 3000 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP67
Encore Landscape Lighting PAR36 17 1350, 1450 40, 60, 120 2700, 3000 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP67
Encore Landscape Lighting G4 1 90 360 3000 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP65
Encore Landscape Lighting G4 2 160, 180 360 2700, 3000 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP65
Encore Landscape Lighting G4 3 220, 240 360 2700, 3000 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP65
Encore Landscape Lighting G4 4 340, 360 360 2700, 3000 8-25 VAC/DC 85 IP65
FX Luminaire G4LED10W 1 76 N/A 2700 12 VAC 83 N/A
FX Luminaire G4LED20W 1.6 123 N/A 2700 12 VAC 82 N/A
FX Luminaire G4LED35W 2.4 170 N/A 2700 12 VAC 84 N/A
FX Luminaire MR16LED20WFL 4 260 35 2700 10-15 VAC 80+ IP66
FX Luminaire MR16LED20WWF 4 250 60 2700 10-15 VAC 80+ IP66
FX Luminaire MR16LED35WFL 5 335 35 2700 10-15 VAC 80+ IP66
FX Luminaire MR16LED35WWF 5 340 60 2700 10-15 VAC 80+ IP66
FX Luminaire MR16LED50WFL 6 447 35 2700 10-15 VAC 80+ IP66
FX Luminaire MR16ECO20WFL 4 320 35 2700 10-15 VAC 87 N/A
FX Luminaire MR16ECO20WWF 6 309 60 2700 10-15 VAC 87 N/A
FX Luminaire MR16ECO50WFL 6 465 35 2700 10-15 VAC 86 N/A
FX Luminaire MR16ECO50WWF 6 430 60 2700 10-15 VAC 86 N/A
FX Luminaire PAR36ECO35WFL 6 690 35 2700 10-15 VAC 84 IP67
FX Luminaire PAR36ECO35WWF 6 670 60 3000 10-15 VAC 84 IP67
FX Luminaire PAR36ECO50WFL 10 860 35 2700 10-15 VAC 83 IP67
FX Luminaire PAR36ECO50WWF 10 860 60 3000 10-15 VAC 83 IP67
Nite Time Décor Bipin 2 320-360 327 2700, 3000 9-16 VAC/DC 80 IP65
Nite Time Décor Bipin 3 290-310 327 2700, 3000, 5000 9-16 VAC/DC 80 N/A
Nite Time Décor Bipin 4 390-410 327 2700, 3000, 5000 9-16 VAC/DC 80 N/A
Nite Time Décor MR11 2.5 150-180 24, 38, 60, 120 2700, 3000, 5000 9-16 VAC/DC 85 IP61
Nite Time Décor MR16 4 330-380 15, 30, 60, 120 2700, 3000, 5000 9-26 VAC/DC 85 IP61
Nite Time Décor MR16 5 480-530 15, 30, 60, 120 2700, 3000, 5000 9-26 VAC/DC 85 IP61
Nite Time Décor MR16 7 520-710 15, 30, 60, 120 2700, 3000, 5000 9-26 VAC/DC 85 IP61
Nite Time Décor PAR36 6 420-1050 15, 38, 60, 120 2700, 3000, 5000 9-26 VAC/DC 85 IP67
Nite Time Décor PAR36 10 420-1050 15, 38, 60, 120 2700, 3000, 5000 9-26 VAC/DC 85 IP67
Nite Time Décor PAR36 13 420-1050 15, 38, 60, 120 2700, 3000, 5000 9-26 VAC/DC 85 IP67
Unique Lighting Systems MR11 2.2 110 40 2700 10-15 VAC 82 IP20
Unique Lighting Systems MR16 3 200, 210, 230, 250 20, 40, 60 2700, 3000, 5000 10-15 VAC 82 IP20
Unique Lighting Systems MR16 4 300, 310, 340 20, 40, 60 2700, 3000, 5000 10-15 VAC 82 IP20
Unique Lighting Systems MR16 5 380, 390, 430, 460 20, 40, 60 2700, 3000, 5000 10-15 VAC 82 IP20
Unique Lighting Systems MR16 8 590, 600, 660 20, 40, 60 2700, 3000, 5000 10-15 VAC 82 IP20
Unique Lighting Systems PAR36 5 300, 320, 340 32 2700, 3000, 5000 10-15 VAC 82 IP67
Unique Lighting Systems PAR36 7 450, 480, 510 32 2700, 3000, 5000 10-15 VAC 82 IP67
Unique Lighting Systems PAR36 13 800, 840, 880 32 2700, 3000, 5000 10-15 VAC 82 IP67
Unique Lighting Systems T-3-G4 1 100 360 2700, 3000 10-18 VAC 82 IP20
Unique Lighting Systems T-3-G4 2 130, 140, 190, 200 360 2700, 3000 10-18 VAC 82 IP20
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